Wovembor 22, .1966 was an anniversary. N’et ploesant, like birthdays, not 
historio. in the sense tbr-t victory in . c-rL! %r II w 3a Ji^toric. It is an un- 
anniversary, not^uct because a greet man died Tor no need or good reaso* 
on that day, but because, , to we. it has com* to eocremomte **w sn-v thin* 
special. This is the day you esko-; m * to lo»> back or the previous three 
years and forward to ray new book. 

This is also the day I oould not writs a brief article. The words cane, 
the phrases rounded, but -the ideas gabled. Having writteu. the more then e 
hundred thousand words of ^TEVliSH in 2a days, can you iruogine ho-, it felt 
not to be able to do a thousand in a single nightV 

In the pst seven months 1 have learned that on this subject I am -rticulate. 
I can - end do - talk on it for uninterrupted hoars withonr preparation. Anniver- 
sary even, after a long day, I spent elcost seven hours, three by transcontinental 
phone to TV and rad ion stations ^broadcast live). Two hours abed *nd I could be 
off tXxx to the printer’s. - ; o sweat. But those few vords you »sk«d 1 could not 
formulate. So 1 went to bed. 

Soon I we s awakened by a reporter for the Baltimore Sun who had phoned me 
several days earlier to lenrn who had, in fact, drawn the official autopsy chart 




he'd heard me say, the one man in the world who could not h'. <re Is the one 



to flfeom ell other researchers attributed it. Or, J.J. H^aea. 

"Try Dr. J. Thornton Boswell", I suggested, giving him the address. 

N 

" ’ihs t shall 1 ask him." the reporter want d to know. 

"^hy see him if you. do r.ot -kaov/" 

"I t now, 1 Mtn what Else?" 

It turned out that this diligent seeker after fact wanted to ask the doctor 
only if he hod placed tne mark indicating e bullet wound in the President’s beck 
in the correct pl«kce, s r-ce it was Inconsistent with all theother evidence except 
the unsubstantiated testimony of these doctors slots. 

"Hs’a already 3 >iid that under oath, ” I said, "V‘hot mdees nets a of it now? 

Do you expect him to say that he way a per j-rer before the Ooramissioni" 

"nil I waut to know is did he nuke a nistaka." 

"He told you that by phone today. ’Hy bother hie; mors tomorrow*" 

Silence. 

Then, ILook, you write about tho assassins t? on, you worry about tba whole 
thing. All I car? about is did he :aerk the chart right." 

"C.'n he tall you rjo't Kould you know wbst anything he says means'* ( it turns 
out his preparation for the intorgiew consisted^of no reading of any of the 




book, not say of the testimony, not oven the Report. I .sked him what flood he 
expecte < to ac omplisU, what purpose his story could serve, ho* he could 3o 
mytbing but make a ness messier, This did not concern aim, A *tory is an end 

N 

In itself. 

The defense of ignorance as a qualification for writing came out in the 
confession that journalism, as he conceived it, was ita own kind of njtfrx 
stratified m^dlocrit^ that knowledge la not a need of the reader; and that 
Imparting It is not the function of the writer. To illustrate it ha told raa 
he tied just written about loan shake sharks, kuwoing no kora about what he 
had written and being no better prepared to inquire into it. *ros this solid 
basis in logic he explained that to the people of Baltimore, what he sale about 
loan sharks was more Important than anything ho could soy about the assassina- 
tion of a president. 

Steeping ag*in wus not easy after this. But it helped tbs pieces fall into 
place. Here ia a young man, beginning his life that he conceives as no crontribu- 
ti on to society, insisting tint whit he does hove no meaning or significance, ser 
serve no public purpose end worse, insisting tact thi3 ia right. He illustrates 
what more th*a any other single thing hs3 diet rubs a me fi> - the post three 



years: the total abdication of x& the intellectual community at the time of our 
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society’s greatest need Cor them on the loaders hi? they should provide « the 
».alighteaaeat tau t should flow from them, the meaning they jiiuld enable us 
t • Import to evamts, to understanding. 

N 

J 

Without conspicuous exception X look beck upon three years of shameful 
intellectual finkerv that in recent months reached a crescendo of dishonor and 
defamation, dishonor to themselves and their properly ox si tod ct-tiona in our 
society, and defametion that I have survived end that has helped me accomplish 
whet 1 seek - for ’writers should heve , egitimta, 'worthwhile goals. 

X Ii'v;s loerno ■, that it io c fault to research painataKingly, to ouster 
irrefutable fact overwhelmingly - and these ere the euact words of some of the 
very few revi -ws iHMB34dH got. Until recently it wa .5 accorded alienee. How it 
has earn d slanders. To the crime of refusing to knuckled under to sow 60 
publishers who think an .Mcerlcsn resident can be murdered ana consider consig- 
ned to history with the dubious epitaph of e fake inquest, who believ* that 
thin can end mu ay happen uhilo le-ving unanswered responsible questions that it 
is within the capacity of man to enswsr, A have added anjrShor crime 1 'BITEWAffl 
i 3 n success, in both sales and influence. This, p rhaps, is my great '.rime, the 
real reason the so-called intellectuals berate it and me. 



They do it from behind the 3ofe skirts of the whores in their livesi 
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the iitErury juhnula, the book "mvieWB tha columns sad wiro- service stories. 
They do it As in t.fce dork of night, their feces turned a a though i n shame 
( I think it is fear). Recently I bwVs taken to writing them, ^ovir.g learned 
foot is no medicine to.r 'l hoi r il meas X have a Rev cure. Challenge. 

X chfl’ ery*o oeoh end every one- the learned judges who bo foil In their 
rober. with the defence of illegality and vorosg; the editors who if. cn- 
tenpin ting navels see jewels of wisdom rhero there is ere excreta, I sslr eoeh 
to debate me in his own. medium o any other of his choice, in speech or writing. 
Got one has accepted. 

Most recant is the honored senior of tha White Bouse Free 3 Corps, that 
impre. .*ive gentlemen who ell along 1 thought, bad some contribution to ka moke 
above Ms "Thank you, **r. President", to close the prase conferences that have 
become a ritnlatlzed propaganda. He won a Pulitzer *rize for his reporting of 
the assassination yet today Is the one man in al the cuntry who does cot 
knew price preaisle precisely where -he ess when the President fall. His story 
Is th’ pinnacle of irresponsibility end er:or. I’, thus op me . the top epote 
in the Sundry odd tori el suctions. 

I challenged him to debate me before hia peers, et the sutitorium of the 
Notional Preae Gluj», on hia story, my ho-k, the work o ? the Commission, or any 




questions in, for hours ?t a time. Hot a single -uas tion has reflected the 
corrupting influence of these windbagu under nortorboerda. Hot a single,- 

uilitorj one! «Vhat a tribute to the good senna of Everyman, nnd what « self- 

\ 

indictment of the so-cuA.lad intellects. 

This is at it should be - must bo. authority, to be respected, must 

be ta&h righteous juBd. r«L.ponsible*iii^t^^ 

Our society did fall apart when the law allowed Oswald' to be murdered, 
when the lawyers were mute et the public and flagrant denial of hia rights- 
ell of them. 'Bach of ua losy his ritfite hhf-n ‘“'aueld lost his, end had 0«wel4 
bo^n the asonssla, os the Commission's best, evidence proves impossible, each of 
us would have lost addition*-! rights with hia nurdor, which danio/l the functioning 
of justice. 

Mth few ks*x exfeptions, the intellectuals hf>ve defaulted. %t cne of 
them has undertaken the grim 8nd unhappy task of writiig a book about what 



Nelly happened to the President who soujjit to restore the intellect to the 
-■hits House, nor hao one worthy of tha nuae undertehnn to writs mfxtha 
with either knowledge, or understanding or maturity and responsibility about 
whst haprensd in the investigation of the tragedy. That has become tba task of 
the unknowns, the unimportant. How that we have done it, successfully end 



effectively, wetch the learned vultures swoop in for the spoils! 




There is one aoaspleuoua exception, aacV though ha damaged m peraonally, 

<aUB * 9rj 50 ?tor;#ea "‘ails, and the monument!. 1 work - It Is much more 

then -a review; it i 3 b *rt« piece - that he wrote of a letor^J^His eloquence, 
his pension, hie understanding, hie tremenduouo and prescient' feel of the sweep 
and import of the tragedy, is almost enough to redeem his deficient eolleeguee. 

It ie e landmark in current letters, and for his great skill end courage we 
ere all in his us at, 

oerv.tniy, el&e^hsre, there nu*t he more iiorrm Mailers. Certainly now 
** KU0 S ’ *»** ihm > n ° ;? th * 1 ift «« *i-t -it .1* tonpeutohle, new that they 

do apt have to struggle alone and Sasail the mightly in lonliaess, no"'th«?t there 
is an arreusod army behind thery faM ^ 4*.*^ A • 

*' na t;hfty raU3t b3 **»*«. fc * the taafe is not done, the xtgcfcxau .rongn 
not righted, the astional honor t yet redeemed. Let them look bock to “the 
firing of the Heiahstsg and let their hosrts, not nmtter how heard. 








that If thay curse it long enough, wish It hard enough, and oast en ugh deed 

i/C-k Un ly' 

cnta around their heeds paa^ruwte^onough, the horrible truth they cannot face 



•ill aaeahow go away. 



) 





combine tion of his ehosing. fta declined on fcha ground ifif unfaroilisrity with 
the public plotform. So I chillexisod him to debate in hi.- ?ulit£*r Trias 
field, writing, in any Journal ha selected, offering to let him tied my right 
b ad behind ay b3clct I'd write a factual criticism of his so-enlihed srticie- 
revisw cad give it to hjn in advance bo he coul use his 'apace for the laat- 

/Ur^ 

word eu.sv.ar. iS3fiKrt he will not cost the dice w iw r r - i- .imy n »,■ i n-'g «oj , 

^his is not to nay that I an ao much. Rather he says ho* little he is. 

There ia no trie Sc to public-, npevclog, I hove lammed efter « lifetime 
of no need for it. One net-d but have co meshing to say «nd the conviction it 
must be aaid.The rest cones. Truth ia, indeed, a shield, end it turns th* evil 
word, spoken or written, from the forked tongue. 

*hy» then, do the judges, the eminent profess ora, the wealthiest of the 
famous lfrryers, the philosopher a (warranted by dgeee if cot performance), the 
editore, the publicists, tfca historians, the columnists and oven the professors 
vie ia a mad dash between '•onute'a beech and the fitting room, of the iSmperor’ s 
•'j.othea'i How can they ba so insensitive they do not feel the wot aster of truth 
#0 J 

washing their feet, or ^oblivious «■> a LI reality it takes a men of no importance, 
a figurative little boy, to tell, them ho>v naked they ere, and ho* ugly in their 
nakedness* 

Row far they are separated from the ordinary people, the uonderful,psople of 
our country end ita greatness, those who work and sweat ana face reality and 
esok trathS They speck to eacnoth.Gr slone, ana they do each other no good. They 
hove no learning or knowledge to 1-part and they ec ept none. 

Never have I seen auch complete bankruptcy ea in the concerted effort to 
pretend, 03 do These literary 2 nd legal emboli emvnt 3 of all three fabled monkey^* 

. They invent fiction sn3 call it feet, quote each other in print, ana 

reach nobody. They neither ae nor feel not hear hot the everyday working men 



understands instinctively, hi th apologia a to Dr. Johnson, they do smell. 

^illions of people have heard me over radio ®d TV. thousands have phoned 




